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Aims and objectives
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● To understand the assessment objectives for the qualification.

● To understand the question types for the qualification.

● To understand the mark schemes for the qualification.

● To practise using the mark schemes using exemplar student work.

● To learn about the support provided by Pearson around assessment and 
exemplars

● Networking and sharing ideas with other teachers.
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Structure of the 
qualification 



Structure of the International GCSE (9-1) in 
Business
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Content overview Assessment 
overview

Paper 1:
Investigating 

small business

● This paper will draw on all topics.
● The question scenarios are based on a 

small business (up to 49 employees)
● 4 compulsory questions – each worth 

20 marks

Written examination: 

● 90 minutes
● 80 marks
● 50% of the qualification

Paper 2:
Investigating 

large 
businesses

● This paper will draw on all topics.
● The question scenarios are based on a 

large business (more than 250 
employees)

● 4 compulsory questions – each worth 
20 marks

Written examination: 

● 90 minutes
● 80 marks
● 50% of the qualification
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Paper structure
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● 2 x papers: 90 minutes, 80 marks, 4 questions

● Identical, consistent paper structure across Papers 1 and 2.

● Reduced and clearly defined command words and mark tariff.

● ‘Ramped’ questions. Questions start with lower mark tariff sub-
questions and build to higher mark tariff sub-questions at the end of 
the question. This allows students to build confidence as they move 
through the paper, ensuring the paper is accessible to ALL students.
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Structure of Question Papers 1 & 2
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Question 1: 
20 marks

Question 2: 
20 marks

Question 3: 
20 marks

Question 4: 
20 marks

6 x MCQs
Short and longer 
answer questions.

Short and longer answer 
questions. 

Short and longer 
answer questions. 

Short and longer 
answer questions. 

Students may be 
asked to calculate.

Students may be asked 
to calculate.

Students may be asked 
to calculate.

Students may be asked 
to calculate.

1 x 6-mark Analyse
question at the end.

3 x 3-mark questions.
1 x 9-mark question.

1 x 6-mark question.
1 x 9-mark question.

1 x 6-mark question.
1 x 12-mark question.

Taxonomy:
MCQ
Define
State
Calculate/Outline
Explain
Analyse

Taxonomy:
State 
Explain
Calculate/Outline
Justify

Taxonomy:
Define 
Calculate/Outline
Analyse
Justify

Taxonomy:
Calculate/Outline
Analyse
Evaluate
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Any questions?



Assessment: 
Points-based mark schemes



Command words used in each paper
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12 marks

9 marks

6 marks

3 marks

2 marks

1 mark MCQ*, Define, Identify, Complete the table*, State

Calculate, Outline

Explain

Analyse

Justify

Evaluate

* May require more than one option.
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‘Define...’ questions:
● Always worth 1 mark.

● Designed to test Knowledge (AO1).

● A ‘points-based’ mark scheme is used.

● ‘Define...’ questions can appear in questions 1 and 3.
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‘Define...’ questions: Mark scheme

Assessment objective tested. Notice, this 
question tests AO1 or ‘Knowledge’.

Taken from 4BS1_02 2019 Question 1(b)
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‘Define...’ questions: Exemplar 1
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Taken from 4BS1_02 2019 Question 1(b)
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‘State...’ questions:
● Always worth 1 mark.

● Designed to test application (AO2).

● Students are required to provide an answer in context.

● A ‘points-based’ mark scheme is used.

● ‘State...’ questions can appear in questions 1 and 2.

● To earn the mark, the answer must demonstrate Application (AO2)
rather than Knowledge (AO1).  
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‘State...’ questions: Mark scheme

Assessment objective tested. Notice there is no 
AO1 (Knowledge and Understanding) – this is 
why a generic answer cannot score a mark.

Taken from 4BS1_02 2019 Question 1(d)
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‘State...’ questions: Exemplar 1
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Taken from 4BS1_02 2019 Question 1(d)
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‘State...’ questions: Exemplar 2

16

Taken from 4BS1_02 2019 Question 1(d)
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‘Calculate...’ questions:
● Always worth 2 marks.

● Designed to test application (AO2).

● A ‘points-based’ mark scheme is used.

● ‘Calculate...’ questions can appear in questions 1, 2, 3 and 4.

● No marks are awarded for stating the formula.

● All ‘calculate’ questions will have an answer template similar to the following slide.

● If students provide multiple answers, the only answer that counts is the one 
written on the line provided (as highlighted on the following slide).

● Where applicable, answers should be given to two decimal places (2.d.p.).
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‘Calculate...’ Answer template
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This is where we will expect 
candidates to place their final 
answer.

Taken from 4BS1_02 2019 Question 3(c)
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‘Calculate...’ questions: Mark scheme

Assessment objective tested. Notice there is no 
AO1 – this is why there are no marks awarded 
for a formula.

Taken from 4BS1_02 2019 Question 3(c)

19



‘Calculate...’ questions: Exemplar 1

20

Taken from 4BS1_02 2019 Question 3(c)
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‘Calculate...’ questions: Exemplar 2
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Taken from 4BS1_02 2019 Question 3(c)
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‘Explain...’ questions

● Always worth 3 marks.

● Designed to test knowledge and understanding (AO1).  

● No context is required.

● A ‘points-based’ mark scheme is used.

● Will only appear in Questions 1 and 2.

● Will always be of the nature ‘Explain one…’

● There will always be four ‘explain’ questions in each paper.

● Candidates need to provide two linked strands following on from the identification 
of one impact/method/advantage/disadvantage etc.
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‘Explain...’ questions: Mark scheme

Taken from 4BS1_02 2019 Question 2(c)
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‘Explain...’ questions: Exemplar 1
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Taken from 4BS1_02 2019 Question 2(c)
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‘Explain...’ questions: Exemplar 2
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Taken from 4BS1_02 2019 Question 2(c)
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‘Outline...’ questions

● Always worth 2 marks.

● Designed to test Application (AO2).

● A points-based mark scheme is used.

● Students need to state one benefit/drawback/impact/method etc. and 
provide one strand of development. Within the answer there must 
be evidence of context to score 2 marks.
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‘Outline...’ questions: Mark scheme

Taken from 4BS1_02 2019 Question 3(b)
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‘Outline...’ questions: Exemplar 1
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Taken from 4BS1_02 2019 Question 3(b)

AO2
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‘Outline...’ questions: Exemplar 2
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Taken from 4BS1_02 2019 Question 3(b)

AO2
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Marking Activity 1:
Find the mark:

● In your delegate pack there are a further ten exemplars covering the range 
of ‘points-based’ questions. These can be found on pages 3-10 of the 
Delegate Booklet.

● The samples are from the 2019 Paper 1 (4BS1_01).

● Use the mark scheme to decide upon the overall mark for each response.

● Use the polls to enter the mark after reading each response.
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Any questions?



Break



Assessment: 
Levels-based mark schemes



‘Analyse...’ questions:
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● Always worth 6 marks.

● Designed to test application and analysis (AO2 and AO3)

● A ‘levels-based’ mark scheme is used.

● Will appear in Questions 1, 3 and 4 – three in total.

● Context is required.

● Will always be of the nature ‘Analyse an/the impact/advantage etc…’

● ‘Interconnected points’ means at least two linked strands (Level 2 AO3 
descriptor).

● ‘Detailed interconnected points’ means at least five linked strands (Level 3 AO3  
descriptor).
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‘Analyse...’questions: Mark scheme

Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 1(g)
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‘Analyse...’ questions: Exemplar 1
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Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 1(g)
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‘Analyse...’ questions: Exemplar 1 marked
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Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 1(g)

AO2

AO2
AO3

AO3

AO3

AO3
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‘Analyse...’ questions: Exemplar 1 marks
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Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 1(g)

Level 0 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Application (AO2) 
Analysis (AO3) 
Overall Level 

Marks Awarded (6) 4 marks
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‘Analyse...’ questions: Exemplar 2
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Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 1(g)
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‘Analyse...’ questions: Exemplar 2 marked
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Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 1(g)

AO3

AO3
AO2

AO3

AO2

AO3

AO3

AO3
AO3

AO3

AO2
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‘Analyse...’ questions: Exemplar 2 marks
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Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 1(g)

Level 0 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Application (AO2) 
Analysis (AO3) 
Overall Level 
Marks Awarded (6) 6 marks
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‘Justify...’ questions:
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● Always worth 9 marks.

● Designed to test application, analysis and evaluation (AO2, AO3 and 
AO4).

● A ‘levels-based’ mark scheme is used.

● Will only appear in Questions 2 and 3 (one in each section).

● Will always involve a choice between two options.

● ‘Interconnected points’ means at least two linked strands.
(Level 2 AO3 descriptor).

● ‘Detailed interconnected points’ means at least five linked strands.
(Level 3 AO3 descriptor).
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‘Justify...’ questions: Mark scheme
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Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 3(e)
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‘Justify...’ questions: Exemplar 1

Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 3(e)
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‘Justify...’ questions: Exemplar 1 marked

Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 3(e)

AO3

AO3

AO3

AO3
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‘Justify...’ questions: Exemplar 1 marks
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Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 3(e)

Level 0 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Application (AO2) 
Analysis (AO3) 
Evaluation (AO4) 
Overall Level 
Marks Awarded (9) 2 marks
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‘Justify...’ questions: Exemplar 2

Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 3(e)
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‘Justify...’ questions: Exemplar 2 marked

Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 3(e)

AO4

AO4

AO3

AO3

AO3
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‘Justify...’ questions: Exemplar 2 marks
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Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 3(e)

Level 0 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Application (AO2) 
Analysis (AO3) 
Evaluation (AO4) 
Overall Level 
Marks Awarded (9) 3 marks
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‘Evaluate...’ questions:
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● Always worth 12 marks.

● Extended writing designed to test Knowledge/Understanding, 
Application, Analysis and Evaluation (AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4).

● A ‘levels-based’ mark scheme is used.

● Will only appear in Question 4 (the final question on each paper).

● ‘Interconnected points’ means at least two linked strands.
(Level 2 AO3 descriptor)

● ‘Detailed interconnected points’ means at least five linked strands.
(Level 3 AO3 descriptor)
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‘Evaluate...’ questions: Mark scheme

51

Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 4(c)
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‘Evaluate...’ questions: Exemplar 1
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Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 4(c)
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‘Evaluate...’ questions: Exemplar 1 
Marks
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Taken from 4BS1_01 2019 Question 4(c)

Level 0 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3
Knowledge &
Understanding (AO1) 
Application (AO2) 
Analysis (AO3) 
Evaluation (AO4) 
Overall Level 
Marks Awarded (12) 0 marks
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Marking Activity 2:

Find the level:

● You will now read some more sample student responses to ‘Analyse...’, 
‘Justify...’ and ‘Evaluate...’ questions. These can be found on pages 
11-22 of the Delegate Booklet.

● The samples are from the 2019 Paper 2 (4BS1_02 and 4BS1_02R).

● Use the mark scheme to decide upon the overall level for each response.

● Use the polls to enter each level after reading each response.
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Any questions?
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